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General:

14 Augusr 1958

SOMMENTS ON VoiQse X

* he Atlentic Battie Wom™

Py Captain K, A, Knowles, USN (Ret)

Frofesanr Mo rison has done ¢ frat rate jub of pulling tgether
8 most heterugansans &8s well as carplex seriet of operations
and incldents whick con prised tae Battle of thy Atlaatic, It ie
regroitable this whole pericd of U0, %, operations eould net have
sppeared in 8 single volume, since the Intraduction ta Velurre %
docon't sdequatsly tie in the vevicd defore Aprit 1043,

A wmare serious critietsr I the vainr hasty conclusicae evideat
throughout this volaine, Wwileh appear t4 have reen resched nedr
the cioning phenss of the War and which shovld nave bHeea revised
from the vantage point of Lon years' ohlective appraisal. This
eriticiar Lo perhaps too harh in view of the Suthor's trerendous
tank, yet ! wonld ope an offictal naval history corld e writion 1o
raflec ware prafessiunel visws on sy sovrious poluts at lesve.

To he apecific on one malkr point: Volumre X loAves we with e
{rpression that suywiiriae warfsre is doomed to inevitatle dofed:
by sdequate suriace snd air craft. Had not God's finger L.esn on
us in ¥arld War [1, & stight shift of ths balsace might well have
#cen tae LUeBoal carcpalgn far o ome succesaful, f aot victere as.
Aguinst that background the great sdvances in s30n arine devzinne
ment an welpen Sysiems waich have sceurred sinee than raise
perions profrasionsl questions whose mawere, 1w eemiiiden:,
it not Hha with the autho's contiusions, Yot this is the volus @
whick the public and the MNavy will de vesding and fron. which
lagting in progsions wili se foreoed, Tne Navy certainly zanad.
rost (te case or the shoulders »f 8 distinguished Aistorian urnad
naval sr-ategist, ' '
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P age S,

rage 9,

P age 32,

: mge 58,

I hird paragragh: My own ohservaticas gave as iadication that
the British were beginning to lose sonlidence in our sbiiity to
get on top of the coasial pronlen , since the British enuld well
recall their owa sirmilar difficulties during 193941, and did
apprecinte fully what we were guing threugh.

Thaird paragraph: While the Gere ans were bolldisg U-Baste
faster than the Allies wore sinking there, the significant fact
was the iows of sxperienced UeBoat captaing end crews, who
were not replacesdle, and fror: witeh lose ster.imed a consistent
lowering of Li-Beat sparationsl eifectiveness.

Firet peragraph: The Atlestic Section ¢f COMINCH Combat
Int-Aligence war the forgl polot af all V. Pasnt inteliigence, not
erarely the HF /DY net. Direet comavuntoations wire aaintained
with the Admdraity UeBossd Intalligente Tonter, $nd Lluter with
Lanadian Jombat Iateliigence Headquariers in Cttawa, In addiiiva,
#reet carrrinications wers mainthined with CINCLANY and ths
Comiraadsrs of ail Soa Froatiers, Beacaume Naval Intelligence
roiat aner it eind glosed doord, mach of {19 Story remaine
arkncwn, The unfortunnte remit is that the Navy o8 8 wiold loses
sight »f the vithl contribution which Intalilgente rasde o the Allied
vietory in the Bartle of tie Atlantic. Neone of 1hin, however, is
apparent from Vo risen's Boenant,

Fourth paragrarh: The German's Mfinre to diagnose the ASV

{1 8ucmitiizeter) was & thajor fictor Lt the rapid detline of U-Boat
effectiveness. I'he U-Boat high con mand spent fruitices months
in trying to find oot how Kirer&il could locate U-Bants and tried

& whole serighi-of tactids, tnclading silencing their radur search
receivery {veliwving the airerafi wore ptcking up 8 feed-back
signal}, rounting heavier AL and fightiag il out on itue auriacy.

taurison onderrates Doenita, He was & superb con mander who
roain adned the worale of the UoBhat servies in spite of ot
gcvere losses. His tactical contesl of the wolf packs was not
necessarily & "Slunder,© One iro ot vecall that the U-Bosts were
literally searzhing blind, without any really effective air recoun-
naisence. Centralized conmtrol and frequent rejorting were,
therefore, & rapid rmeans of putting the rmaxirc o nan ber of
UeBoats vn & convoy. Thare were defec's in this systen , which
Marisen has brought ost, but there were aisao distimet advantages.

o;’:.
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rage 62,

rage 63,

¥ sge llg.

Page 244,

i'age 247,

The integral ionange concept was notl unsound when viewsd
in the light of the circurnstances. U-Bosts aad of naceseity
ko sesk cut targeis of opportuaity just as U.S. sube first did
in the Facific. The diffsrence in eventual strategy was the
differsnce botwean wur situation in the Facific with its full

sir and naval support and the Gerrman situation in the Atlaatic,
in which this suppozt was nonsxistent.

Second paragraph: The snorkel developuiont was very success-
ful and agsin snabled the U«Boats to opsrate close inshere,
particulariy arsund the British Isiaw from wheoce they had

peen driven wiill the adveni i radar-equippad aircraft. Tae
Type XXI was inbereni.y & sound advance ia U~Bost devaiopment
and could have baen & grave threat had this U-Boat come sut
earlicr ia the war, wiih its aigh usderwater speed to outdistance
all encapt the fastest sscorts, 1he Walther«type would aave put
the U~-Boat back in the lorefront of tue war., It had aaay of the
characterisiics taat Bave caly now ecn stitained with the
Apowered Nauillus,

Doenlts natuvaily wanted a8 large tcankge sunk 88 poesible--

wo did Comiubl ec. It was the tangible gausge of U-Boat
offoctivenens and 8 truly aeeded prop to malatain the morale

of the D-Boat savvice. biorscvar, Doeaita was under constant
presgurs {ron Hitler to produce resulis and, in tarn, used them
as argurent to lauach the new UL aatl constructioa progran of
194345 in the face of other h-avy wartime commitimeats.

First paragrapa: This is not to detrast {ron: Admiral Ingersoll's
effictent zomsy and, but the fact is <ot Com Tenth Fleot ordered
thess operations ca the recomm endation of COMINCH Combat
Inteiligence,

Third paragrapn: These conclusions deserve & more thorough
analysis, iiorison greatly eversiiuplifiss the situstion sad
leavas au arronesus Lipression regarding the significasce of
the U-Boai car paiga.

First paragrapht The staterrent commaading officers of U-Boats

now average 21 years of age seeics unlikely, altbough the Germans
ware certainly scraping the bottowm: of the barrel for U-Bonat crews.

Third paragraph: 1 delleve U«508 captare was unkanown te Doenits
until after the war,

P P
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